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Return to the Draft1 

There is no draft at present. 

In the event of a national emergency which required a draft, the following sections provide 

information on the Sequence of Events, the different Classifications which have been used in the 

past, Postponements, Deferments, and Exemptions, and the peacetime Medical Draft. 

Sequence of Events 

Overview of What Would Occur if the United States Returned to a Draft: 

1. Draft Authorization: Congress and the President 

A national emergency, exceeding the Department of War’s capability to recruit and retain its 

total force strength, requires Congress to amend the Military Selective Service Act to authorize 

the President to induct personnel into the Armed Forces. 

2. Activation of Selective Service System 

Selective Service activates and orders all personnel to report for duty. Reserve Force Officers, 

along with selected military retirees, begin to open Area Offices to accept registrant claims. 

Local, District Appeal, and National Board members are notified to report for refresher training. 

3. The Lottery 

The lottery, a random drawing of birthdays and numbers, establishes the order in which 

individuals receive orders to report for induction.  The first to receive induction orders are those 

whose 20th birthday falls during the year of the lottery.  If required, additional lotteries are 

conducted for those 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 19, and finally 18.6 years old. 

  

 
1 https://www.sss.gov/about/return-to-draft/  Accessed April 30, 2026 

https://www.sss.gov/about/return-to-draft/
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4. Orders to Report to MEPS 

Induction notices are sent and registrants may now make claims if desired for a postponement, 

deferment or exemption. Inductees report to a local Military Entrance Processing Station 

(MEPS) for induction. At MEPS, registrants are given a physical, mental, and moral evaluation 

to determine whether they are fit for military service. Once notified of the results of the 

evaluation, a registrant will either be inducted into military service or sent home. 

5. Activation of Local and District Appeal Boards 

Local and Appeal Boards begin to process registrant claims for classification as conscientious 

objectors, dependency hardships, ministerial and ministerial student deferments, and appeals. 

6. Induction of First Draftees 

According to current Department of War requirements, Selective Service must deliver the first 

inductees to the military within 193 days from the onset of a crisis and the law being updated to 

authorize a draft. 
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Classifications 

Men are not classified now. Classification is the process of determining who is available for 

military service and who is deferred or exempted. Classifications are based on each individual 

registrant’s circumstances and beliefs. A classification program would go into effect when 

Congress and the President decide to resume a draft. At that time, men who are qualified for 

induction would have the opportunity to file a claim for exemptions, deferments, and 

postponements from military service. 

The following is a list of the more commonly used Selective Service classifications from 1948 – 

1976. Roman numerals I, II, III, IV, V were sometimes used: 

1-A – Available for military service. 

1-AM – Medical specialist available for military service. 

1-A-O – Conscientious Objector – Conscientiously opposed to training and military service 

requiring the use of arms – fulfills his service obligation in a noncombatant position within the 

military. Those classified 1-A-O are conscientious objectors available for noncombatant military 

service. 

1-A-OM – Medical specialist conscientious objector available for noncombatant military 

service. 

1-C – Member of the Armed Forces of the United States, the Coast and Geodetic Survey, or the 

Public Health Service. (Enl) – enlisted; (Ind) – inducted; (Dis) – discharged 

1-D – Member of a Reserve component or student taking military training. 

1-H – Registrant not currently subject to processing for induction or alternative service. 

Note: Within the cessation of registrant processing in 1976, all registrants (except for a few 

alleged violators of the Military Selective Service Act) were classified 1-H regardless of any 

previous classification. 

1-O – Conscientious objector available for civilian work contributing to the national health, 

safety or interest. 

1-OM – Medical specialist conscientious objector available for civilian work contributing to the 

national health, safety or interest. 

1-S – Student deferred by status – (H) high school; (C) college. 

1-W – Conscientious objector performing civilian work in the national health, safety or interest. 

(Rel) – Released. 

https://www.sss.gov/conscientious-objectors/
https://www.sss.gov/conscientious-objectors/
https://www.sss.gov/conscientious-objectors/
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1-Y – Registrant qualified for service only in time of war or national emergency. 

Note: The 1-Y classification was abolished December 10, 1971. Local boards were subsequently 

instructed to reclassify all 1-Y registrants by administrative action. 

2-A – Registrant deferred because of civilian occupation (except agriculture). 

2-AM – Medical specialist deferred because of critical community need involving patient care. 

2-C – Registrant deferred because of agricultural occupation. 

2-D – Ministerial Students – Deferred from military service. 

2-M – Registrant deferred for medical study. 

2-S – Registrant deferred because of activity in study. 

3-A – Hardship Deferment – Deferred from military service because service would cause 

hardship upon his family. 

4-A – Registrant who has completed service; or sole surviving son. 

4-B – Official deferred by law. 

4-C – Alien or Dual National – Sometimes exempt from military service. 

4-D – Ministers of Religion – Exempted from military service. 

4-E – Conscientious objector opposed to both combatant and noncombatant training and service. 

4-F – Registrant not qualified for military service. 

4-FM – Medical specialist not qualified for military service. 

4-G – Sole surviving son – son or brothers in a family where the parent or sibling died as a result 

of US military service, or is in a captured or M.I.A. status, are exempt from service in peacetime. 

4-W – Conscientious objector who has completed civilian alternate service. 

5-A – Registrant over the age of liability for military service. 

Student Postponements – A college student may have his induction postponed until he finishes 

the current semester or, if a senior, the end of the academic year. A high school student may have 

his induction postponed until he graduates or until he reaches age 20. 

Appealing a Classification – A man may appeal his classification to a Selective Service Appeal 

Board. 

https://www.sss.gov/conscientious-objectors/
https://www.sss.gov/conscientious-objectors/
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Postponements, Deferments, Exemptions 

Under emergency mobilization procedures, all registrants are considered to be classified 1-A 

“available for service” unless they are given a different status by Selective Service. If a registrant 

believes that for some reason he cannot or should not report for examination and induction as 

directed, he may request a postponement or reclassification by filing a claim and sending it to the 

Selective Service office in his area. Receipt of such a claim delays the registrant’s induction until 

his claim has been fully processed and adjudicated. 

A registrant can file a claim only after receipt of an order to report for induction. Registrants are 

encouraged to file claims within 24 hours of receiving induction orders. Only in the case of an 

extreme emergency, under circumstances beyond his control, would a registrant be allowed to 

file a claim on the day he is scheduled to report for induction. 

It will not be necessary for the registrant to submit supporting evidence of his claim at the time 

he files the request form. He will be contacted and given instructions on what information is 

needed, where to send it, and when it should be sent. 

Postponements 

The following instances are eligible for postponement in the event of a military draft: 

• High school students, until he graduates or reaches age 20, whichever occurs first. 

• College students, until the end of the semester or, if a senior, until the end of that 

academic year. 

• Automatic delay if he files a claim for reclassification. 

He is also entitled to file for a postponement if he has an emergency beyond his control, such as 

a serious illness or death in his immediate family. 

Deferments 

The following instances are eligible for deferments in the event of a military draft: 

• Hardship deferments, for men whose induction would result in hardship to persons who 

depend upon them for support. 

• Ministerial students, deferred until completion of studies. 

Exemptions 

The following instances are eligible for exemptions in the event of a military draft: 

• Ministers 

• Certain elected officials, exempt so long as they continue to hold office. 

• Veterans, generally exempt from service in peacetime draft. 

• Immigrants and dual nationals in some cases may be exempt from U.S. military service 

depending upon their place of residence and country of citizenship. 
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Medical Draft in Standby Mode 

The Health Care Personnel Delivery System (HCPDS) is a standby plan developed for the 

Selective Service System at the request of Congress. If needed it would be used to draft health 

care personnel in a crisis. It is designed to be implemented in connection with a national 

mobilization in an emergency, and then only if Congress and the President approve the plan and 

pass and sign legislation to enact it. No portion of the plan is designed for implementation in 

peacetime. If implemented, HCPDS would: 

• Provide a fair and just draft of doctors, nurses, medical technicians and those with certain 

other health care skills if, in some future emergency, the military’s existing medical 

capability proved insufficient and there is a shortage of volunteers. 

• Include women, unless directed otherwise by Congress and the President. 

• Draft a very small percentage of America’s health care providers into military service. 

Impact on the availability of civilian health care would be minimal. Those health-care 

workers whose absence would seriously hurt their communities would be deferred on the 

basis of community need. 

• Begin a mass registration of male and female health care workers between the ages of 20 

and 45. They would register at local post offices. HCPDS would provide medical 

personnel from a pool of 3.4 million doctors, nurses, specialists and allied health 

professionals in more than 60 fields of medicine. 

• Require minimal training for HCPDS draftees, because they are already skilled 

personnel. 
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Conscientious Objectors 

All conscientious objectors are required to register. 

Today, all conscientious objectors are required to register with the Selective Service System. A 

conscientious objector is one who is opposed to serving in the armed forces and/or bearing arms 

on the grounds of moral or religious principles. 

In the Event of a Draft 

How to Apply: In general, once a man gets a notice that he has been found qualified for military 

service, he has the opportunity to make a claim for classification as a conscientious objector 

(CO). A registrant making a claim for conscientious objection is required to appear before his 

local board to explain his beliefs. 

He may provide written documentation or include personal appearances by people he knows who 

can attest to his claims. His written statement might explain: 

• how he arrived at his beliefs; and 

• the influence his beliefs have had on how he lives his life. 

The local board will decide whether to grant or deny a CO classification based on the evidence a 

registrant has presented. A man may appeal a local board’s decision to a Selective Service 

district appeal board. If the appeal board also denies his claim, but the vote is not unanimous, he 

may further appeal the decision to the national appeal board. 

Who Qualifies? 

Beliefs which qualify a registrant for CO status may be religious in nature, but don’t have to be. 

Beliefs may be moral or ethical; however, a man’s reasons for not wanting to participate in a war 

must not be based on politics, expediency, or self-interest. In general, the man’s lifestyle prior to 

making his claim must reflect his current claims. 
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Service as a Conscientious Objector 

Two types of service are available to conscientious objectors, and the type assigned is 

determined by the individual’s specific beliefs. The person who is opposed to any form of 

military service will be assigned to alternative service – described below. The person whose 

beliefs allow him to serve in the military but in a noncombatant capacity will serve in the Armed 

Forces but will not be assigned training or duties that include using weapons. 

Alternative Service 

Conscientious objectors opposed to serving in the military will be placed in the Selective Service 

Alternative Service Program. This program attempts to match COs with local employers. Many 

types of jobs are available, however the job must be deemed to make a meaningful contribution 

to the maintenance of the national health, safety, and interest. Examples of alternative service are 

jobs in: 

• conservation 

• caring for the very young or very old 

• education 

• health care 

Length of service in the program will equal the amount of time a man would have served in the 

military, usually 24 months.2 

  

 
2 https://www.sss.gov/conscientious-objectors/ 

Accessed April 30, 2026 

https://www.sss.gov/conscientious-objectors/
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Conscientious Objector File Checklist  

Three Questions Forms 

□ Responses Written 
 

Mailed to: 

□ Church 

□ Denomination, MCC, other 

organization 

□ Self 
 

Letters of Reference 
Requested/Received 

______________□/□ 

______________□/□ 

______________□/□ 

______________□/□ 
 

Record of Actions 
i.e. speeches, trainings, donations to peace organizations, service projects, public 

peace witness/protests, essays written, books read……. 

 

Activity Date Documentation 

(Yes or No) 
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Question 1: Describe your beliefs which are the reasons for your claiming 
conscientious objection to combatant military training and service or to all 
military training and service.3 
  

 
3 This question asks you to describe, in some detail and as honestly as possible, the basic principles by which you 
guide your life. You should describe those values which are of utmost importance to you, such as God, love, truth, 
etc., and why these beliefs are in conflict with participation in war or paying for war or preparations for war. You 
should begin by saying that you are conscientiously opposed to participation in war, and then describe the beliefs 
that lead you to such opposition. (Feel free to use additional paper for the answer to this and other questions.) 
 
The second part of this question seeks to determine whether as a draft registrant you claim noncombatant status 
in the military or a full exemption from military service. You should specify what it is about noncombatant service 
that would violate your conscience if this is the exemption you seek. Conscientious objectors to paying taxes for 
war should specify what it is about paying taxes for war that violates your conscience. If your convictions lead you 
to be a noncooperator, your answer to this question might be useful should you ever be prosecuted or seek 
financial aid or other help from sources such as FEAT which provides school loans to CO nonregistrants. 
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Question 2: Describe how and when you acquired these beliefs.4 
  

 
4 In answering this question, you should include anything of significance which helped to form your beliefs. 
Mention any religious training you have had if you feel such training has helped you arrive at your position. If you 
feel you arrived at your beliefs with no formal training, there is, of course, no need to mention any. The influence 
of clergy, teachers, family members, books, television, movies, membership in organizations and experiences in 
your life should be listed.  
Be specific. You need to show that strong influences in your life have stimulated you to think clearly and seriously 
about participation in war. Specific incidents can be mentioned, such as seminars or assemblies you have attended, 
courses taken, trips taken, contact with refugees, demonstrations you were in, to show that your beliefs had 
substantial formation beyond a merely "academic interest." Obviously, if you have experienced war, be sure to 
reflect on it. Take care not to give the impression that your belief is primarily a matter of political considerations, 
expediency, or merely an arbitrary, personal moral code unrelated to higher values. Unconventional beliefs do 
qualify, but they will require careful statement. 
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Question 3: Explain what most clearly shows that your beliefs are deeply 
held. You may wish to include a description of how your beliefs affect the 
way you live.5

  

 
5 This may be a difficult question for objectors who have not had many experiences that can show sincere beliefs. 
Select the best illustrations of your convictions. Think about community service; church, mosque or synagogue 
participation; clubs; sports; or relationship with friends. You can always discuss how your future plans are strongly 
affected by a commitment to those beliefs. Describe kinds of employment you have had or plan to have which 
reflect your commitment. Discuss any public expression, written or oral, you have given to your beliefs. Describe 
your lifestyle, mention your life's goals as you have set them, and show how they are an outgrowth of your beliefs. 
Don’t forget to mention movies, video games, and other aspects of our violent culture that you don’t participate 
in, if that is the case for you. This question allows you to demonstrate the sincerity with which you hold your 
beliefs. 
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Addresses of places to send copies of your packet 
 

 

MCC  

MCC U.S. National Peace & Justice Ministries  

PO Box 500 

Akron, PA 17501-0500  

 

Email form to: npjm@mcc.org. 

 

Church of the Brethren 

Church of the Brethren 

Global Mission and Service 

1451 Dundee Avenue 

Elgin, IL 60120 

 

MCUSA 

 

 

Quaker 

 

 

 

 

 

Your home Church 

 

Yourself 
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Question 
 

 

 

 

Response 
 

You play violent video games.  If you can kill 

someone in Call of Duty, why can’t you just do the 

same thing in real life? 

 

You go hunting and kill animals.  Why can’t you 

just use those same skills on the battlefield? 

 

You play violent sports like football or boxing. 

Why can’t you be violent in war too? 

 

 

 

What if someone was going to hurt or kill a family 

member?  Would you use violence to stop them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What about Hitler or someone else evil? Does God 

want us to allow evil people to continue to exist in 

power?   

 

 

 

There are a lot of jobs in the Armed Forces that 

don’t require you to carry a weapon.  Why couldn’t 

you be a non-combatant? 

 

 

What about being a police officer?  Don’t they use 

violence?  What’s the difference between that and 

the military? 

 

 

Challenge Questions 
 

Pixels on a screen are not the same thing as real 

human beings loosing their lives. 

 

 

Humans and animals are not the same thing.  

Killing a human is worse than killing an animal. 

 

The point of sports, even violent ones is not to kill 

your opponent.  Also, both sides have agreed 

participate in the sport knowing the risks.  No one 

agrees to be killed in war. 

 

There is more than one way to respond to a threat 

and protect someone.  Violence is not the only 

option even if it sometimes looks to be.  Also, 

responding with violence could easily backfire or 

fail.  And responding non-violently might wind up 

being just as, or more effective than using 

violence. 

 

No, God does not want evil people to continue to 

exist in power.  But violence is not the only way to 

remove someone from power or to stop someone.  

Even someone like Hitler can be stopped through 

non-violent means when we all work together. 

 

The military is a machine whose purpose is to kill 

people and destroy things.  Even non-combatants 

are still part of the machine that makes that killing 

possible.  

 

The purpose of the police is to bring people to 

justice.  The purpose of the military is to kill 

people and destroy things so that the other side 

gives up.  Those are not the same thing. 

 

 

Question                Response 
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Question                Response 

People died for the freedoms and safety you enjoy 

every day. Is it just that you don’t want to have to 

do the dirty work yourself? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almost all other Christians are willing to fight in 

the military.  Why are you different than any of 

them? 

We have freedom because everyone in society 

chooses to treat each other with dignity and 

respect, not because someone killed someone else.  

I respect and appreciate the sacrifices that people 

have been willing to make for others.  I want all 

people, even my enemies to have that same 

freedom and safety. 

 

 

Just because a lot of people do something doesn’t 

make it morally right, does in mean that’s what 

Jesus actually wants us to do.  I can’t control other 

Christians, I can only do what I understand to be 

the most faithful thing for me to do. 
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Religious Challenge Questions 
 

Question 
 

Romans 13 says, “Let every person be 

subject to the governing authorities; for 

there is no authority except from God, and 

those authorities that exist have been 

instituted by God”.  Doesn’t that mean that 

you should do what the government tells 

you to because they get their authority from 

God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a lot of violence and war in the Old 

Testament that God tells people to do.  Why 

is it different now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Didn’t Jesus just mean that for our personal 

lives?  Isn’t fighting in a war different? 

 

 

 

Jesus got really angry and flipped over the 

tables of the money changer and even used a 

whip on them?  What about that? 

Responses 

 

1) Governments only have authority from 

God if they do what God wants them to do.  

Slavery was legal, but it wasn’t what God 

wanted them to do.  Christians have a 

responsibility to refuse to follow unjust and 

ungodly laws. 

2) Right before that line in Romans 13 Paul 

describes what a true Christian looks like.  

At the end he says, “Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of 

God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 

will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your 

enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 

thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this you will heap burning coals on 

their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.” 

 

Sending people to war is against what God 

wants and Christians cannot participate. 

 

 

Yes, God seems to command war and 

violence in the Old Testament.  But Jesus 

shows us what God actually wanted all 

along.  Jesus said things like “you have 

heard it said to take and eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth (which is in the OT) but I 

say to you don’t resist and evildoer.  If 

someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn 

to them the other also.” 

 

 

What I do in every part of my life is my 

personal life.  If I’m going to follow Jesus 

all the time, that includes during a war. 

 

 

Jesus used a whip on the animals, not the 

people.  And flipping tables is not the same 

as taking a life. 

Romans 13 says, “Let every person be subject to the 

governing authorities; for there is no authority 

except from God, and those authorities that exist 

have been instituted by God”.  Doesn’t that mean 

that you should do what the government tells you to 

because they get their authority from God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a lot of violence and war in the Old 

Testament that God tells people to do.  Why is it 

different now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Didn’t Jesus just mean “love your enemies” for our 

personal lives?  Isn’t fighting in a war different? 

 

 

 

Jesus got really angry and flipped over the tables of 

the money changer and even used a whip on them?  

What about that? 

 

1) Governments only have authority from God if 

they do what God wants them to do.  Slavery was 

legal, but it wasn’t what God wanted them to do.  

Christians have a responsibility to refuse to follow 

unjust and ungodly laws. 

2) Right before that line in Romans 13 Paul 

describes what a true Christian looks like.  At the 

end he says, “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 

but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 

them; if they are thirsty, give them something to 

drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals 

on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.” 

 

Sending people to war is against what God wants 

and Christians cannot participate. 

 

 

Yes, God seems to command war and violence in 

the Old Testament.  But Jesus shows us what God 

actually wanted all along.  Jesus said things like 

“you have heard it said to take and eye for an eye 

and a tooth for a tooth (which is in the OT) but I say 

to you don’t resist and evildoer.  If someone strikes 

you on the right cheek, turn to them the other also.” 

 

 

 

 

What I do in every part of my life is my personal 

life.  If I’m going to follow Jesus all the time, that 

includes during a war. 

 

 

Jesus used a whip on the animals, not the people.  

And flipping tables is not the same as taking a life. 

 

Religious Challenge Questions 
 

Question                Response 



~ 30 ~ 
 

 

  

Jesus said, “I came not to bring peace but a sword”.  

That sounds like he is approving of using violence. 

 

 

 

 

 

Before he died, didn’t he tell his disciples to sell 

their coats and buy swords? 

 

Jesus was saying that different people will receive 

his message in different ways.  Some people will 

reject him and some will accept him, and those 

responses will cause tension and division.  He’s not 

telling us to use literal violence to hurt others. 

 

 

This is not a call to actual military violence, it was a 

way of giving the authorities and excuse to arrest 

him so that he could eventually be crucified.  When 

he is arrested one of his disciples tries to use 

violence and cuts off someone’s ear but Jesus stops 

him and heals the mans ear.  After he’s arrested at 

his trial Jesus even says, “if my kingdom were of 

this world my followers would fight for me.”  But 

the didn’t because that’s not what his kingdom is 

about. 

 

Question                Response 
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Where to go for more resources 
 

Your Pastor 

 

Denominational Peace Organizations 

- On Earth Peace 

 

GI Rights Hotline 

- https://centeronconscience.org/ 

 

Center for Conscience 

- https://girightshotline.org/ 

 

MCC 

- https://mcc.org/resources/christian-peacemaker-registration 

 

 

People who you can talk to after this event 
 

Pastor Alan Stucky 

First Church of the Brethren, Wichita 

1103 Jefferson St. 

Wichita, Ks 67203 

Church: 316-263-0274 

Cell: 620-899-4165 

 

Pastor Wilmer Harder 

Buhler Mennonite Church 

 

 

Add more…….. 

 

 


